
Painting Cranes
Cranes were a popular subject in Edo-period art, and artists 
depicted them in many different styles. What do you notice about 
the different styles? Why would an artist choose a specific style? 

Examine the four different paintings of cranes to identify the style 
they were painted in. 

a. Shasei (sketching from nature)
b. Abstraction
c. Stylization

Draw a crane in your own style. Watch the video on Maruyama 
Ōkyo and shasei, and reference the photo below for inspiration. 
Which painting does your crane resemble the most? Why?
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https://vimeo.com/1141290954?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1141290954?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci

