
Dreaming  
Butterflies

Look at the painting by Tani Bunchō, in 
which he envisioned a turtle blowing out 
imaginary butterflies. Write a haiku about 
what inspired the turtle ’s butterfly dream.

a. What is a haiku? Read this article for
a definition and examples.

Click on this link to an album of Maruyama 
Ōkyo ’s sketchbook that includes 
butterflies.

Take inspiration from Maruyama Ōkyo ’s 
butterflies to color the butterfly outline on 
the next page. Where would you add the 
butterfly you created in Tani Bunchō ’s 
painting?
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https://www.poetryfoundation.org/education/glossary/haiku-or-hokku
https://colbase.nich.go.jp/collection_items/tnm/A-168?locale=en
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